


ABOUT THE FASHION

FASHION
FIRM SA
SOUTH AFRICA DESIGNERS
ABANTU The Fashion Firm SA is a dynamic and innovative
AFRIGARDE company at the forefront of fashion talent
R FIKILE SOKHULU development and industry relations. We specialize
pECOOD FRIDAY in curating opportunities for designers, connecting
JUDY SANDERSON

them with global markets, and offering strategic
support to expand their creative vision. Through our
partnerships and industry knowledge, we bridge the
gap between emerging fashion designers and
international platforms.




OUR MISSION

To empower and elevate fashion designers by
providing them access to global stages, fostering
growth, and building sustainable careers in the
fashion industry. We are committed to nurturing
creative talent and positioning them for success in a
competitive global marketplace.




To be the leading creative incubator in fashion, driving

o U R VIS I o N innovation and excellence in African design, while

fostering global recognition for local talent.




MESSAGE FROM
OUR FOUNDER

"As CEO of The Fashion Firm, my commitment to
African creativity runs deep. I'm driven by a vision
where our designers not only take their place on
global stages like Milan Fashion Week but shine as
innovators and influencers. Africa is more than a
source of inspiration; it's a powerhouse of originality
and talent, and my mission is to ensure our
designers earn the international acclaim they
deserve. I'm passionate about reshaping the
narrative of global fashion, presenting Africa as a
beacon of fresh perspectives and creativity, and
championing our designers as visionaries shaping
the future of style."




THE TEAM

Tumi Buys - Founder &

CEO

As the visionary behind The Fashion
Firm, Tumi Buys has led the
company to become a recognized
leader in fashion talent
management. With extensive
experience in the finance & fashion
industry, Tumi is passionate about
empowering designers and helping
them achieve their international
aspirations.

Bulumko Siya Roqgoza -

Head of Talent
A seasoned fashion professional,

Bulumko oversees the talent
management division, working
closely with designers to ensure
their growth and visibility. With
years of experience in the industry,
Bulumko's leadership drives the
company's mission to nurture
emerging talent.

Errica Lacopini - PR

Partner
Our dedicated PR partner, Errica

Lacopini, brings her expertise in
international fashion
communication and media
relations. Errica works closely with
our designers, ensuring their stories

reach the right audiences and
resonate on a global scale.




Industry Partnerships &
Financial Support

Through collaborations with international
fashion shows, trade events, and industry
stakeholders, we create access to prestigious
opportunities for our clients. In addition to
strategic partnerships, we offer financial
support and resources that help designers
navigate the complexities of global markets.
This includes assisting with logistics, funding,
and sponsorships to ensure their
participation on these platforms is seamless,
allowing them to focus on showcasing their
creativity and talent on the world stage.

Brand Development &
Talent Management

We provide comprehensive support for
designers by focusing on brand development
and talent management. Our tailored
mentorship and training programs are
designed to equip designers with the skills
and strategies needed to excel on global
platforms like Milan Fashion Week.
Additionally, we manage and promote
fashion designers by offering the necessary
resources, networks, and guidance to elevate
their brand presence. This holistic approach
ensures their growth and success within the
competitive fashion industry.

Market Access

We provide designers with the
opportunity to access key international
markets by connecting them with global
fashion platforms and trade events. Our
team works to ensure designers gain
visibility and engagement in the right
markets, enabling them to showcase
their collections to potential buyers,
investors, and industry influencers.
Through strategic partnerships and
targeted marketing efforts, we help
designers expand their reach and
increase their brand’s global footprint.




OUR FIRM'S FOCUS
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The Fashion Firm focuses on showcasing African talent at the White Milano Show by providing a platform for
designers to present their collections to a global audience. Emphasizing creativity and innovation, the firm
aims to elevate the perception of African fashion in the international market, fostering connections that can
lead to growth and sustainable success for the participating designers.




BOARD OF ADVISORS




SARA MAINO
SOZZANI
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Sara Maino Sozzani is a renowned creative advisor and advocate for
sustainable fashion. She serves as Creative Advisor for CNCC (Condé
Nast Commercial Creative) and founded Vogue Talents with Franca
Sozzani in 2009, a global initiative supporting independent creatives.
Since 2018, she has been the International Brand Ambassador for
Camera Nazionale della Moda Italiana and is part of the Camera Fashion
Trust, supporting emerging Italian designers.

Dedicated to fostering awareness in fashion, Maino launched A New
Awareness in 2019 to inspire conscious living in younger generations.
She became Head of Special Projects at Vogue Italia in 2021 and is a
board member of the Circular Fashion Summit, promoting the UN
Sustainable Development Goals 2030.

Her achievements include receiving the Positive Change Award at Monte
Carlo Fashion Week in 2021 and executive producing the 2023 docu-
series Junk Armadi Pieni, exploring the environmental impact of the
textile industry.




WARIDI

SCHROBSDORFF-PABST

Waridi Schrobsdorff-Pabst is a former top model and founder of
Fashion Africa 254 and the Mtindo Photography Book. Originally from
Kenya and based in Berlin since 1993, she has over 25 years of
international fashion industry experience. Renowned for her work in
branding Africa and elevating young creatives, she is a respected
advocate for African brands and has contributed to Vogue Germany
since 2020.

A member of the Fashion Council Germany, Waridi has led numerous
projects with German fashion platforms and Berlin Fashion Week since
2009. She co-initiated the FCG Future Minds Scholarship, offering
master’'s degree opportunities in Sustainable Fashion and Fashion
Business. A celebrated project designer, mentor, and speaker, Waridi
continues to champion sustainable and inclusive innovation in fashion.
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THE BRANDS



FASHION
FIRM s+

BRANDS

The Fashion Firm proudly represents a curated selection of 2024’ 2023
South Africa’s most exceptional brands, chosen through a
meticulous and rigorous selection process. We invest e Abantu  Abantu
considerable time and effort to identify designers who not e Afrigarde e Connade
only embody excellence in craftsmanship and creativity but e Judy Sanderson e Floyd Avenue
also bring distinctive voices to the global fashion scene. Each e Neimil * E.G.Jewellery
brand we represent is a testament to South Africa’s e GoodFriday * Inga Atelier
innovative spirit and cultural richness, ensuring that only the e Refuse Clothing e Laanirani
very best talent and artistry reach international stages e Mors * Shweshwekin

e Sash South Africa

e Lizah Chanda Crochet
Collection

e Wanda Lephoto
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The Fashion Firm SA has garnered widespread recognition through notable features in
esteemed local and international media outlets, including Vogue Italia, WWD, CEC Online,

|IOL, and Times LIVE. These mentions highlight the company’s pivotal role in elevating
African design on a global stage, showcasing the continent’s rich creativity, innovation, and
cultural influence in the fashion industry.



MEDIA COVERAGE

VOGUE Italia WWD

New Research Collections at a Fair
Price Were Key at White Milano

The four-day White Milano trade show closed...

HUB Style

Sono stata a WHITE Milano durante la fashion
week: ecco cosa mi e piaciuto di piu

Inizia il conto alla rovescia per
la nuova edizione di WHITE...

MNegli spazi del Superstudio Pit si & tenuta la nuova
edizione del WHITE Milano. Qualita, sostenibilita e
creativita sono valor condivisi da oltre 300 aziende c...

Vo Vi, ki S, 5 La nuova edizione di WHITE Milano é

alle porte, pronta a stupire il pubblico
internazionale dal 19 al 22 settembre...



https://www.vogue.it/article/white-milano-2024-milano-fashion-week-brand-da-conoscere

MEDIA COVERAGE

ELLE INTIMO RETAIL

In scena dal 19 al 22 settembre la nuova edizione di White Milano
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Best of Milano Fashion Week Spring Summer 25 i L

akorna o, f \ e
by Elle IT rcevim e S\ W

xpcahe o nimmo doks
ot priccpal ol

o
T
Z

Crtar & dein Coopanaxiane
Ifamozioncs [BADC], dilcT
Conlor igeonchc impress.

& Tme Rz y U pragetio che 1 rifla i Bl o ETTECEW P - =
L un scouting
ruTy o ane wen | brond e | Sy gt
o il lewzznes o
e o o = SLH s axs zara ol =] Ao G
DirdeCorpomnbs

Il content show dedicata alla moda sostenibile e creativa

Le novita del content show che si riconferma un appuntamento . . |

imperdibile per i buyers e gli appassionati della moda h_ttpS.//WWW.Intlmoretall.l

wn ELLE / Sep 25 t/2024/09/04/nuova-
edizione-di-white-

milano/



https://www.intimoretail.it/2024/09/04/nuova-edizione-di-white-milano/
https://www.intimoretail.it/2024/09/04/nuova-edizione-di-white-milano/
https://www.intimoretail.it/2024/09/04/nuova-edizione-di-white-milano/
https://www.intimoretail.it/2024/09/04/nuova-edizione-di-white-milano/

MEDIA COVERAGE

TimesLIVE

Chapter 20 | South African Fashion Made Waves

IN PICS | Top 10 designers set to wave the SA flag high at Internationally During September

Milan Fashion Week
This chapter of Interlude could only be dedicated to one subject; South

Munkus, Floyd A d ill tak i igi h ; . . : : : ;
P, Floya Avenue and more Wil ake porL In prestigrous Srioweese African designers making waves internationally during September.
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Calling all emerging South African designers: Ready to
showcase at Milan Fashion Week 20247

The South African fashion scene is, once again, set to receive
international exposure as 10 designers are being called to showcase their

work at Milan Fashion Week in 2024.
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MEDIA COVERAGE

OKAYAFRICA

TRUE LOVE

South African designers who made a noise at

international fashion shows in 2023 How African Designers Brought Identity and Craft to
: ; : i . : .

Tumi Buys on taking SA style to Milan Fashion Week - ‘I South African designers are on a mission to tap into the Milan Fashion Week S5 ‘24

want Africa to be seen as the place of design’ international market.

From catwalks to showroom exhibitions, the week-long showcase in Milan

Fashion entrepreneur Tumi Buys takes us through creating a platform for o _ was a stage for African designers to unveil their most vivid creations.
young local designers as they gear up to showcase at Milan Fashion : :

Week. @




CONTACT INFO

Email:
Info@thefashionfirm.co.za
Phone:
+27 72 836 1779
Instagram:

@the fashion firm sa



https://www.instagram.com/the_fashion_firm_sa/?hl=en
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